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Module 1 – Communication with Clients 
Screen Title Citation / Link 

Responding to Clients’ 
Requests and Informing 
Them About Significant 
Developments 

Cal. Rule of Professional Conduct 1.4 

Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code, § 6068 

Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code, § 6148(b) 

In the Matter of Lais (Review Dept. 1998) 3 Cal. State Bar Ct. 
Rptr. 907 

In the Matter of Kaplan (Review Dept. 1996) 3 Cal. State Bar 
Ct. Rptr. 547 

Providing Copies of 
Significant Documents to a 
Client 

Cal. Rule of Professional Conduct 1.4 

Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code, § 6068 

Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code, § 6148(b) 

Additional Client 
Communication Duties 

Cal. Rule of Professional Conduct 1.4(a) 

 

Communicating Settlement 
Offers in Civil and Criminal 
Matters 

Cal. Rule of Professional Conduct 1.4.1 

Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code, § 6103.5 

Handling Communications 
When the Client is an 
Organization 

Cal. Rule of Professional Conduct 1.13 

Cal. State Bar Formal Opn. No. 1994-137 
 

Willful Failure to 
Communicate a Frequent 
Disciplinary Complaint 

In re Tenner (Review Dept. 2004) 4 Cal. State Bar Ct. Rptr. 
688 

Disclosure of Professional 
Liability Insurance 

Cal. Rule of Professional Conduct 1.4.2 

 

Willful Failure to 
Communicate a Frequent 
Disciplinary Complaint 

Cal. State Bar Formal Opn. No. 1994-138 

Wendy L. Patrick, How much is enough?, California Bar 
Journal (September 2011) 

  

http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rule_1.4-Exec_Summary-Redline.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=6068.&lawCode=BPC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=6148.&lawCode=BPC
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rule_1.4-Exec_Summary-Redline.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=6068.&lawCode=BPC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=6148.&lawCode=BPC
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rule_1.4-Exec_Summary-Redline.pdf
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rule_1.4.1-Exec_Summary-Redline.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=6103.5.&lawCode=BPC
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rule_1.13-Exec_Summary-Redline.pdf
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/ethics/Opinions/1994-137.htm
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rule_1.4.2-Exec_Summary-Redline.pdf
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/ethics/Opinions/1994-138.htm
https://apps.calbar.ca.gov/mcleselfstudy/mcle_home.aspx?testid=53
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Module 2 – Communication with Opposing Parties, Jurors, and Witnesses 

Screen Title Citation / Link 

Restrictions on 
Communication with a 
Represented Person 

Cal. Rule of Professional Conduct 4.2 

Cal. State Bar Formal Opn. No. 1993-131 

Dane S. Ciolino, Can I Be Disciplined for My Investigator’s 
Questionable Conduct?, Louisiana Legal Ethics Blog (July 
2013) 

Cal. State Bar Formal Opn. No. 1991-125 

Cal. State Bar Formal Opn. No. 1977-43 

Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code, § 6149.5 

Cal. State Bar Formal Opn. No. 1983-73  

R. Addison Steele II, Talking to a Represented Witness, 
California Defender (Summer 2013) at page 42 

Threatening Criminal, 
Administrative, or 
Disciplinary Charges 

Cal. Rule of Professional Conduct 3.10 

 

Communication with 
Unrepresented Persons 

Cal. Rule of Professional Conduct 4.3 

 

Restrictions on 
Communication with Jurors 

Cal. Rule of Professional Conduct 3.5(d) – (l) 

Cal. State Bar Formal Opn. No. 1987-95 

Restrictions on 
Communication with 
Witnesses 

Cal. Rule of Professional Conduct 3.4 

Cal. Pen. Code, § 136.1 

In re Lee (1988) 47 Cal.3d 471 [253 Cal.Rptr. 570] 

  

http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rule_4.2-Exec_Summary-Redline.pdf
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/ethics/Opinions/1993-131.htm
https://lalegalethics.org/dont-use-investigator-to-engage-in-otherwise-unethical-conduct/
https://lalegalethics.org/dont-use-investigator-to-engage-in-otherwise-unethical-conduct/
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/ethics/Opinions/1991-125.htm
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/ethics/Opinions/1977-43.htm
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=6149.5.&lawCode=BPC
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/ethics/Opinions/1983-73.htm
http://www.steeledefender.com/upload/California%20Defender%20Talking%20to%20a%20Represented%20Witness.pdf
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rule_3.10-Exec_Summary-Redline.pdf
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rule_4.3-Exec_Summary-Redline.pdf
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rule_3.5-Exec_Summary-Redline.pdf
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/ethics/Opinions/1987-95.htm
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rule_3.4-Exec_Summary-Redline.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=136.1.&lawCode=PEN
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Module 3 – Communication with Judicial Officers, Tribunals,  
and the State Bar 

Screen Title Citation / Link 

Duty of Candor Cal. Rule of Professional Conduct 3.3 

Cal. Rule of Professional Conduct 3.4 

Ellen R. Peck, The Meryl Terpitude Adventures, California Bar 
Journal (December 2005) 

 

Prohibited Contact with 
Officials 

Cal. Rule of Professional Conduct 3.5   

Other Related 
Communication Duties 

Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code, § 6068(b) (respect due to courts and 
judicial officers) 

Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code, § 6068(f) (advance no fact prejudicial 
to party or witness) 

Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code, § 6068(i) (participate in investigation 
and cooperate with the State Bar when subject to 
disciplinary proceeding) 

Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code, § 6068(o) (self-report to the State Bar) 

Social Media and Judiciary Cal. Jud. Ethics Comm. Opn. No. 66 

Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code, § 6068 

Cynthia Gray, Social media and judicial ethics: Part 1, Judicial 
Conduct Reporter, National Center for State Courts Center 
for Judicial Ethics (September 2017) 

 

http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rule_3.3-Exec_Summary-Redline.pdf
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rule_3.4-Exec_Summary-Redline.pdf
http://archive.calbar.ca.gov/archive/Archive.aspx?articleId=72819&categoryId=72749&month=12&year=2005
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rule_3.5-Exec_Summary-Redline.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=6068.&lawCode=BPC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=6068.&lawCode=BPC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=6068.&lawCode=BPC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=6068.&lawCode=BPC
http://www.caljudges.org/docs/Ethics%20Opinions/Op%2066%20Final.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=6068.&lawCode=BPC
http://www.ncsc.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Topics/Center%20for%20Judicial%20Ethics/JCR/JCR_Spring_2017.ashx

